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Doctor TRAPP 


Vindicated from the 


IMPUTATION 


A CHRISTIAN. 


I DO 950 undertake this Defence of the 


Doctor, with a View of clearing him from 

the falſe Aſperſion of Chriſtianity, to ſuch 

as are acquainted with his Writings, 
But as the laſt Production of this complaiſant 
Author againſt being Righteous over-much, has 
given occaſion to that weak Set of People, who 
pride themſelves in being Chriſtians and making 
others ſo, falſely to infinuate that the Doctor 
is in a fair Way to become a Proſelyte of theirs; 
I thought it neceſſary to engage in his Defence, 
as well to do Juſtice to the Character of an in- 
jured Man, as to remove any Prejudice fo falſe 
a Report might have on the Minds of Perſons, 
who are perhaps no more inclined than himſelf 
A 2 at 
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at preſent to be Righteous over-much, 
I am not ſo uncharitable to accuſe Chriſtiang 
of Malice with regard to this Writer. They 
ook upon the Title of Chriſtian as the greateſt 
raiſe they can laviſh on Merit; and therefore 
may probably think it no Scandal to call a Man 
a Chriſtian, or ſay that he is chriſtianly inclin- 
ed, even at the very time he is labouring to 
prove himſelf otherwiſe. For tho' they cannot 
help ſeeing that his Drift is to ſubvert their 
Principles; as they take the Forgiveneſs of 
their Enemies to be a Duty of Chriſtianity, tie 
Injury they do the Doctor may proceed from 
miſtaken Charity. But begging their Pardon, 
I cannot help being of the mind of a late emi- 
nent Man, that falſe Praiſe is the-ſevereſt Cen- 
ure. Wherefore granting, for the preſent, the 
. Title of Chriſtian to be.an Encomium, and 
beſtow'd in this Caſe from a Principle of Bro- 
therly Forgiveneſs, and to do good for evil; it 
is nevertheleſs'a ſevere Cenſure and Aſperſion 
on the Doctor, whoſe very laſt Production 
proves him not in the leaſt chriſtianly affect- 
ed. And conſequently if they keep up to their 
own odd Doctrine of Perfection, they mult be 
obliged to retract a Title ſo unjuſtly beſtow'd, 
however well meant. | 
That my Juſtification of him may not loſe 
any Part of its Weight from a Suſpicion of 
Prejudice in his Favour, I ſhall examin impar- 
tially into his real Sentiments as they are to be 
diſcover'd in the Pamphlet abovemention'd; 
intitled, The Nature, Folly, Sin, and Dang" 
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of being Righteous over- much, &c. without ſii- 
fling or palliating whatever I may there find 
to favour of Chriſtianity. And if any Para- 
graph throughout that matchleſs Piece which 
is wreſted to prove him either a Chriſtian, or 
at leaſt Chriſtianly affected, will not admit 
of a favorable Interpretation to the contrary ; 
I will give him up. But if upon the whole it 
ſhou'd appear that his main Defign in That 
Work is to ſap the Foundation of Chriſtianity, 
and that the few dubious Expreſſions, by 
which he ſeems to favour it, are only the little 
overflowings of that Complaiſance with which 
every judicious Writer, like ours, endeavours 
to tickle the Ears and ſteal upon the Minds of 
the prejudiced Part of his Readers; I hope the 
Chriſtians will lay aſide their vain Expectati- 
ons of ſeeing him one Day a Convert to their 
Party, and make him Reſtitution of the Cha- 
racter they rob him of, by ſtigmatizing him 
with the Title of Chriſtian, 
To come then to the Point, the Doctor 
takes his Text from Eccleſiaſtes vii. 16, Be 
not righteous over-much, neither make thyſelf 
over-wiſe: why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thyſelf? 
Upon which he very judiciouſly enquires , 
whether it is poſſible or not to be 0 good, 
eſpecially in theſe times, when all Manner of 
Vice and Wickedneſs abounds to a degnee almoſt 
unheard of ? From ſo warm a Deſcription 
of the Wickedneſs of the Age, Some, for 
want of knowing the Doctor, might expect to 
kear him ſay, that we cannot be too good; 2 
| that, 
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that, as every Evil is to be cured by its oppo. 
fite, nothing leſs than the utmoſt Perfection 
of Goodneſs can be requiſite to make head a- 
gainſt the univerſal Corruption of a moſt wick. 
ed Age. But our prudent Author knows bet. 
ter Things than to fall immediately from his 
Text, and deſtroy himſelf in the Favour of 
the Public, by oppoſing, to publick Corrup- 
tion, Over-righteouſneſs. No. A Man who 
will ſwim in a Torrent, muſt ſwim with the 
Stream, if he means to keep his Head above 
Water. And one who loves, and is reſolved 
to wallow in the Pleaſures of Life muſt ap- 
prove them in others; or fink into Diſappoint- 
ment, and deſtroy himſelf, if he is ſo Righteoy; 
over-much as not to do it, Now this the Doc- 
tor ſays is down-right Wickedneſs, if it be 
with Defign. Why fhouldſt thou deſtroy thy- 
elf? To be more righteous than the reſt of 
our Neighbours, is to deſtroy ourſelves in their 
Favour, by reproaching them with their irre- 
gular Lives. This therefore the Doctor will 
have to be a Crime, and ſince he will, who 
can contradict him, with whom, /tat pro ra- 
tione Voluntas, Will ſupplies the Place of Rea- 
ſon? Is not Self-prefervation a Duty? Self- 
deſtruction then muſt be a Breach of it, conſe- 
quently a Crime. | 

However as my Author wiſely remarks, if 
we are too good without deſigning to be ſo, it 
is Folly, and even then is of very dangerous 
Tendency: And who can doubt it, ſince, whe- 
ther we mean it or not, we ſhall equally de- 
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firoy ourſelves, by attempting to ſtem the Tor- 
rent, we ought to ſwim with, of uniyerſal Cor- 


ruption. And that being thus righteous over- 
much is a Folly, you have no leſs an Authority 
than our Author's own Word for it: Mark 
how he proves it. 

Our Engliſb Bible, to diſſuade us from being 
Righteous over-much, adds, why ſhouldſt thou 
deftroy thyſelf? Our firſt Proteſtant Interpre- 
ters indeed tell us in the Margin that the He- 
brew has it: Why fhouldſt thou be deſolate? 
But he, more verſed in Hebrew than Any-body 
elſe, has found another Verſion, why oui 
thou ſtupify, beſot or infatuate thyſelf? So 
that you have the Doctor's Word for two 
Things: Firſt, that being 70 good is Folly, 
when it is not Wickedneſs; ſecondly, that 
the Doctor underſtands Hebrew his own Way. 
And how much this Interpretation is to his 
Purpoſe againſt Chriſtianity, will appear from 
his Manner of treating his Subject. Let us 
follow him then in his Diviſion. 


J. The firſt Thing he undertakes to ſhew is, 
What we may reaſonably underſtand; by 
being Righteous over-much, and over- 
Wiſe, a | 

And leſt from his Explanation of this any ſhou'd 
miſtake him for a Chriſtian, he takes Care to 
exclude all Interpretations put upon this Text 
by any ſuch as have been ſuſpected to be tainted 
with Chriſtianity, however natural ſuch In- 
terpretations may ſeem, © In ſhort, to be 

| &« Righ- 
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* Righteous over-much is (with him) to place 
% much Religion in Extraordinaries, in new 
t Inventions, and ſtriking out into Bye-paths,” 
Wou'd a Man infected with Chriſtianity have 
faid thus much? Chriſtians indeed of every 
Denomination exclaim againſt New Inventions 
as oppoſite to the Old Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
therefore the lateſt Sects among them as much 
deny their Alterations to be Innovations, as the 
Church of Rome, which is the moſt ancient of 
all Pretenders to Chriſtianity, denies her Do- 
ctrines to be of latter Invention. Vet they all 
look upon Extraordinaries, as the Doctor terms 
them, to be the Perfection of Chriſtianity: 
Such as extraordinary Self-Denial, Humilia- 
tion, Poverty for Chriſt's Sake, voluntary Ma- 
ceration of the Body, &c. And as Chriſt has 
declared the broad and high Road of Life to 
be the Way to Perdition, they deem it abſo- 
lutely neceffary to ſtrike into Bye-paths, tho' 
narrow and rugged Ones, toattain to Salvation, 
What more effectual Means then cou'd the 
Doctor make uſe of to undermine Chriſtianity, 
by removing the fooliſh Prejudices of Chri- 
ſtians, than to blend what they not only conſi- 
der as lawful, but as commendable, nay ne- 
ceſſary, with what they muſt allow to be vi- 
cious, and conſequently condemnable; that is, 
Extraordinaries and Bye-paths from the high 
Road to Hell, with New Inventions? 

That he may not altogether offend ſuch of 
his Readers as are tainted with Whims of Chri- 
ſtian Perfection, he ſoftens the Thing a little 
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to their prejudiced Ears, by telling them: 
.« Strictly ſpeaking it is impoſſible to be Righ- 
« .teous. over-much : But the Meaning is, be 
« not exceſſive in any thing, tho' the Thing 
« itſelf be ever ſo good: For tho' the Thing 
« jtſelf be good, the Exceſs of it is evil. Thus 
ce for Inſtance, Alms-giving is very excellent; 
« but to beſtow /o much upon the Poor, as not 
e to make ſufficient Proviſion for one's Own 
« Family, is a great Sin.” That is, Alms- 
giving; while 1t 1s not extraordinary, nor ex- 
tended to more than we are at a Loſs to know 
what to do with, is excellent, very excellent; 
but when it exceeds the ordinary, and ftrikes 
into Bye-paths of giving more than Cuſtom 
makes neceſſary, tis a Sin, a GREAT SIN: 
acrying Sin, he would have faid, I fancy: For 
dare fay the Doctor won'd tremble at the 
Thonght of every ſuperfluous Farthing laviſh'd 
on the Poor, which might hinder him from 
ſo much towards his ſufficient Proviſion for his 
own Family. Bat he is here talking to nice- 
ear'd Chriftians, and therefore muſt not make 
uſe of Expreſſions to ſtartle them, If a Chri- 
ſtian had been to expreſs himſelf, his fooliſh 
Scruples wou'd have led him to ſay, neceſſary 
Proviſion; but the Doctor, whoſe Buſineſs is 
to deſtroy the fooliſb Over-righteatiſneſs of 
Chriſtian Perfection, thought it more proper 
to make uſe of the Term, ſuſſicient, which no 
Man has limited to any Degree. So that if a 
Man does not think Ten thouſand Pounds a 
Year a /uficient Proviſion 5 his own Family, 


(6100 
it may be a crying Sin in him to give ſo nuch 
(that is any thing,) to the Poor: Since every 
little hinders him from leaving twenty thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, which is the leaſt, per- 
haps, that is thought-/juficient by fome Men. 
Thus you ſee how feelingly the Doctor ſpeaks 
.againſt Perfection, or Exceſs of Alms-giving: 
For tho' his Complaiſance induces him to hu- 
mour a little the weak Side of Chriſtians, by 
acknowledging Alms-giving to be excellent, 
for Argument's Sake ; yet it is plain that his 
principal Purpoſe is to overthrow this Extra- 
ordinary, by ſhewing them that the leaſt Per- 
fection of it is a GREAT Sin, So, for Argu- 

ments Sake too, he allows Pride to be a great 
Sin: The better to bring Chriſtians, by this 
modeſt Concetiion, to give up the Perfection 

of Humility, when he convinces them that a 

little Pride is neceſſary to be mix'd with a little 

' Humility, becauſe “ an exceſſive. over-/train'd 


« Humility is a Fault.“ Now by an over- { 
train Humility he, cannot be thought to J 
mean the Affectation only of Humility, That l 

being the greateſt of Pride and Hypocriſy, and t 

allow'd a Crime on all Sides. He can only 18 

mean then the Perfection of Humility: And C 
this, he ſays, is a Fault. By which means he 0! 

very artfully brings the Chriſtians over to the i 

b 


Intereſts of Pride, ſettles a Union between 
That and Humility, and by deftroying the 
Perfection of the Latter, eſtabliſhes the Spirit 
of the Former; there being no Medium be- 
tween perfe# Humility and Humility 2.0 
WI 


1 

with Pride. And how cou'd the Doctor level 
at Chriſtianity more effectually than by diſ- 
ſuading his Readers from the Practice of this 
perfect Humility as a Vice, notwithſtancing 
what Chriſt tells them, that He wwhs is humbled 
ſhall be exalted, Mat. xxin. 12? For by giv- 
ing a little into their Prejudices in favour of 
Humility, he is the better enabled to remove 
their Prejudices againſt Pride: And thus not 
appearing openly an Enemy to the Extraord:- 
nary Doctrines of Chriſt, he is the better able 
to befriend ſuch as act in open Defiance to him. 
Where, by the bye, I think we cannot ſuffi- 
ciently admire the Doctor's Addreſs. 


If it ſhould be ſaid, that it wou'd have been 
a more generous Way of proceeding, to com- 
bat Chriſtianity in an open, undiſguiſed Man-- 


ner, that the Chriſtians might be in readineſs 
to make the better Defence. I anſwer that al- 
lowing it to be more generous, it is neither fo 
fate, nor ſo ſure a Means of deſtroying their 


Principles; and Artifice in War is always al- 


lowable. Beſides let it, I pray, be conſider'd 
that the Doctor gets his Bread by Chriſtianity, 
is by Profeſſion one of the Church of England's 
Clergy, a Leader among them, and poſſeſs'd 


of Chriſtian Benefices, which an open Oppoſi- 
tion to Chriſtianity wou'd ſtrip him *8f; and 


this might hinder him from making a farther 
ſujficient Proviſion for his own Family, which 


according to his Principles wou'd be a 6REAT 


din. Why then ſhou'd he deftroy himſelf by 
being ſincere.over-much? This wou'd be fall- 
B 2 ing 
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ing into the Error, he is labouring to draw 
Chriſtians out of, and ſapping the very Foun- 
dation of his own Doctrine. A little Sincerity 
where it ſuits one's Convenience and Intereſt, 
is good and righteous; but if it ſhou'd obſtruct 
an additional Bgnefice, ſtand in the Way of a 
good fat Biſhopfle, or any way hinder one 
from making a ſufficient (that is, if you plcaſe 
to have it 4 an opulent) Proviſion for one's 
own Family, it is a GREAT Sin, it is bein 
righteous overmuch. And why ſhou'd a Man 
deftiroy himſelf? 
Where there is no Danger of being righteous 
overmuch, that is of deſtroying ourſelves in the 
Favour of our Neighbours, by being more 
righteous than they are; the Doctor thinks the 
Practice even of all Chriſtian Virtues may be 
tolerated. But will any one preſume to con- 
clude hence that the Doctor is therefore Chri- 
ſtianly affected? Pretty Reaſoning indeed! Be- 
cauſe a Man is complaiſant enough to comply 
with and wink at the Foibles of his weak 
Neighbours, fer the Sake of winning them by 
Degrees to his own Sentiment, muſt he there- 
fore be ſaid to give into them? No, „ The 
% Doctor indeed winks at their going to 
Church upon ordinary Days, when their Bu- 
ſineſs will permit them; that is, in plain 
« Engliſh, when they have nothing elſe to do; 
* and upon Sundays, from the Beginning to 
« the End of Service, nay at home he allows 
« them to employ a good PART of the Fe- 
te mainder of the Day in Reading, * 
. « and 


* 
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And Praying. But what then? Is he the 


leſs averſe to Chriſtianity for that ? Not at all, 


The Doctor, like a wiſe Man, is willing to be- 


come All to All, to gain All, to mimick the 
, Apoſtles, who in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, 

wink'd at Circumciſion in Thoſe who were 
prejudiced towards it, in order to gain them 


the more eaſily over to renounce their Preju- 


dice. The Chriſtians are ſtill weak enough to 
hold that obſolete Law in Veneration: Re- 
member Thou feep holy the Sabbath Day. And 
had the Doctor openly attack'd this Favourite 


| Obſervance, he knew he muſt expect to be re- 


jected in every Thing he had to offer againſt 


it. He was ſenſible of having to deal with 


tender Stomachs, and therefore muſt feed them 
with Milk firſt, to prepare them for Food of a 
harder Digeſtion; he tells them then that it is 
no great harm to . employ a good Part of the 
“ Day (the Sunday) in Reading, Meditation, 
* and Praying, partly in private, partly with 
« their Families: So far he ſuckles them 
like Children to bring them into Temper: But 
when he thinks he has diſpoſed them for more 
convenient Doctrine, he tells them that “ it is 
not neceſſary they ſhou'd ſo employ all the 
% Sunday.” Nay © whatever religious Exer- 
e ciſe goes beyond this (a good Part of the 
Lord's Day) he thinks, better let alone.” 
Now what is this but complying with the 
Weakneſs of Chriſtians in keeping holy Part 
of the Sabbath Day, only to entice them by De- 
Sees to break the whole Commandment, which 


indif- 
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indiſcriminately extends itſelf to the whole 
Sabbath Day and every Part of it. Remem. 
ber thou' keep holy the Sabbath Day. A Man 
then muſt not be Compos, who ſhow'd. gather 
hence that our Author is Chriſtianly. affected. 
As I love to be ſincere, I muſt own I was 
once going to give the Doctor up for loſt, 
When I cane to the Place where he inveighs 
againſt * Laymen for reading Prayers to any 
. « Aſe mbly, except their, own Family; and 
« encroaching upon the Office of thoſe who 
te are ordain'd to holy Functions, thro' fear of 
<« its taking off from the Reverence and Ref. 
te pect due to them; I began to apprehend 
he was tainted with Chriſtianity. But upon ſe- 
cond T houghts,. J conſider'd his Profeſſion, 
and reflected that it wou'd be Over-righteou|: 
ah in him to bear with any one's ſtealing his 

ade from him, fince that might hinder his 

making a SUFFICIENT Proviſion for his own 
Family: And every Man to his Trade. %% 
Maud the Doctor 4 rey himſelf ? 
{11 While I was dwelling upon this Argument, 
and admiring the Ingenuity of our Author in 
defending the Offices of his Function from the 
Encroachments of the Laity, only to put his 
Readers in Mind, that, according to Proteſtant 
Principles, every Layman has an equal Night 
with himſelf to the Exerciſe of that Function; 
J was at a Loſs to account for his Motive in 
awaking his Readers to a Truth which might 
hinder him (if attended to) from making a 


farther SUFFICIENT Proviſion for his own Ta. 
mig. 
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mily. But at length I reflected that, as the 
Church of England was the Branch of Chri- 
ſtianity, he was the moſt ſuſpected to lean to- 
wards, he was in the right to ſhew his Aver- 
ſion to her Superſtitions, by covertly ſneering 
at her Practice. And tho', if her Enemies 
ſhou'd take the Hint, and attempt to diveſt 
her of her Badges of Popery ; it muſt prove a 
Hindrance to All in general of his Cloth from 
making SUFFICIENT Provifion for their ow 
Families: Vet as it wou'd require ſome Time 
to bring this Work to bear, and a longer Time 
than the Doctor is like to live, he wou'd not 
feel the ill Conſequence of the Miſchief of his 
own hatching: and therefore cannot be faid 
to act contrary to his own Principles, by de- 
ſtroying himſelf, Thus it appears how cloſely 
the Doctor ſticks to his Text in being no where 
Righteous er- much. | 

I was going on with what the Doctor imme- 
diately adds, for unletter'd Laics to take up- 
* on them to expound or interpret the Scrip- 
* tures, is neither laudable, nor juſtifiable; it 
« tends to the Confirmation, not the Removal 
«* of Ignorance; and lays a Temptation in 
* their Way to think more highly of them- 
*« ſelves than they ought to think :” And muſt 
own, I faw nothing in theſe Words to of- 
tend me; they ſeem'd perfectly of a Piece, 
with his preceeding Animadverſion. But a 
Friend of mine, a bigotted Chriſtian of the 
Church of England was ſtartled at them; 
and deſired to read them himſelf as if he 

5 doubted 
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doubted of my reading them right. He had 
no ſooner read them, than, throwing the Book 
on the Floor in a Paſſion, This, ſaid he, is 
dowyn- right, rank Popery. What can the Pa- 
piſts ſay more than that, for the unletter'd 
Laity to expound the Scripture, tends to the 
Confirmation of Ignorance. Is not the Church 
of England's Authority built upon the private 
Interpretation of Scripture? And does ſhe 
not juſtify (in her xx Article of Faith) our 
rejecting any of her Doctrines which we dy 
not find conform to Scripture according to 
our Interpretation of it? What then can the 
Man mean by thus barefacedly contradicting 
her Doctrine here? I cou'd eaſily have an- 
wer d him: her Subverſion. But I found he 
Was ſtartled, and therefore was afraid of 
thwarting the Doctor's good Intention, by 
laying it too open then; and nothing ſhou'd 
induce me now to do it, but the Deſire of 
ſhewing him innocent of the Chriftianity laid 
to his Charge, But it 1s time to examine 
what the Doctor underſtands by thoſe Words 
of his Text being over-wiſe : neither make u- 
ſel over=wiſe, | . 
He explains them then by Context, be nt 
wiſe in thine own Eyes, or in thine own Con- 
cert, The Chriſtians will have it that the 


ſame . Interpretation is alike applicable to ] 
both the firſt Branches of his Text, and h 
therefore think that the preceding Words in 6 


this Text, be not Righteous over-much ſhou'd 
be interpreted, he not Righteous in thine cu. 


Eyes, 


( 17) 
Eyes, or in thine own Conceit. And probably 
the Doctor is of the ſame Mind: But then this 
Interpretation of Righteous over-much wou'd 
not have been uſeful againſt Chriſtianity, and 


therefore it was neceſſary for him to have Re- 


courſe to Invention to explain the reat Mean- 
ing away, to give placę to one which wou'd 
better ſuit his laudable Purpoſe. However 
where the natural Senſe of the Fext will bear 
giving a ridiculous Turn to the Practice of 
Chriſtian Perfection, the Doctor is fair enough 
to apply it. Now it ſeems that your Perſons, 


who are Righteous over-much , that is, Stick- 
lers for Chriſtian Perfection, muſt neceſſarily 


be w/e in their own Conceits, and conſequent- 
ly real Fools: which is a knock-down Argu- 


ment, and a pretty Way enough to laugh 


them out of what neither Fear nor Hope can 
prevail with them to give up. 

But the Manner of his carrying on the Ri- 
dicule js really Maſter like. Po not. iyno- 
« rant People, ſays he, preſume to expound the 
4 Scriptures? Which can never be done as 
e it ſhou'd be, but by Perſons {kill'd in Lan- 
“ guages, Hiſtory, and Antiquity, and ſuch 
* as have made Learning their Study and Pro- 
e feſhon. - Suppoſe another, tho' in holy Or- 
ders, yet a raw Novice (mark the pretty 
Joke upon the Church of England conferring 
holy Orders on raw Novices) very lately ini- 
* tiated into them, ſhall, upon the Principle 
Dok being Rightecus over-much take upon 


C him, 
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it him, at his firſt ſetting out, to execute ag 
6: it were the Office of an Apoſtle, to be a 
c Teacher, not only of all the Laity, but of 
© the learned Clergy, many of them learned 
« before he was born what 1s this but 
e an outrage upon common Decency and 
« common Senſe; the Height of Preſumpti- 
« on, Confidence, and Self-ſufficiency, ſo ri- 


« diculous as to create the greateſt Laughter, 
'«« were it not ſo deplorable and deteſtable as to 


« create the greateſt Grief and Abhorrence?” 
Here my Friend made me ſmile, by his fal- 
ing again into Paſſion. Why ſurely, ſaid he, 
the Man is mad. Not ſo mad as you imagine, 
faid I, Nay, replies he, I inſiſt upon it, no- 
thing but Madneſs cou d make a Parſon of the 


Church of England talk in this Manner, If 


there was any Weight in what he ſays, wou'd 
it not give the greateſt handle to Papiſts a- 
gainſt the eſtabliſh'd Church? Might not the 
Prieſts have turn'd the fame Ridicule upon our 
bleſſed Reformers, many of whom were raw 
Novices and unletter'd Laymen; who yet un- 
dertook to teach their Teachers and the learned 
Clergy of the Church of Rome, many of whom 
were learned before they were born, I cou'd 
have *nſwer'd him that the Doctor's Aim did 
ne. ſeem ſo much level'd to favour Papiſts, 
as to deſtroy Chriſtianity in general: But I 
found he was hot and not diſpoſed to hear 
Reaſor.. So I proceeded with the Doctor to 
his ſecond Point, 


II. In 


er 


619) 

II. In his ſecond Point the Doctor undertakes 
to ſhew the extreme Folly and Weakneſs 
of being Righteous over-much, and over- 
wiſe; and it's Contrariety to ſound Rea- 


ſon, and true Religion. Why ſhouldſt 
thou become ſtupid, and fooliſh ? 


And here he lays about him like a down right 
Hero, knocking down one Text of Scripture 


with another; till he has quite ſpread the Field 


of Battle with the Carcaſes of the Slain. Me- 
thinks, when I behold him triumphant in this 
Slaughter of Scripture, the Goſpel in one 
hand, the Epiſtles of St. Paul in the other, 
which with uncommon Dexterity he daſhes 
againſt one another, I ſee that ancient Glo 

of England, the London Prentice, ſtill im- 
mortal on Britiſh Sign-poſts, with his hands 


in the Throats of two Lions at once, to pluck 


out their Tongues. Oh may this ſecond Lon- 
don Worthy outſhine the Former, and hence- 


forth be immortaliſed in this reverend Poſture 


over every Ale-houſe and Tavern; to remind 
thoſe weak Chriſtians, who till remain bigot- 
ted to Sobriety, that He, whom They (and 
with them the Doctor, out of Complaiſance,) 
call * our bleſſed Saviour, came eating and 
drinking, was preſent at Weddings, Feaſts 
* and Entertainments; nay at one of them 
% work'd a Miracle to make Wine, when it 
* 1s plain there had been more drank than 
* was abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of 
Nature, (and therefore at leaſt enough) and 


C 2 % Conſe» 


(20) 

* conſequently ſomething (more than enough) 
* had been indulged to Pleaſure and Chear. 
e fulneſs when the miraculous Wine was 
% drank!” And therefore if Chrift, whom 
they pretend to follow, wrought a Miracle 
in behalf of Exceſs in drinking for the Sake 
of Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs, let them as 
often as they behold the reverend Sign, fol- 
low the Path it points them out, and not pre- 
tend to make a Duty of extraordinary Sobri- 
ety. and Temperance, when it is plain from 
the Doctor's Interpretation of Scripture, that 
it is a great Folly and Weakneſs and contrary 
to Scripture, and-conſequently to ſound Rea- 
ſon and true Religion, © But let us return to 
the Doctor. 

It is really beautiful to obſerve how he 
behaves in this Engagement. Like an expe- 
rienced Commander he ſuffers not his Cou- 
rage to get the better of his Prudence. He 

knows that the Chriſtians, for whoſe Con- 
verſion he is combating Chriſtianity, wou'd 
be alarm'd if he openly diſclaim'd Chriſtian 

Perfection, and therefore to cover his main 
Deſign, he endeavours to give them a diffe- 
rent Idea of that Perfection from that which 
they had before, They are fooliſh enough to 
believe Chriſt who tells them, 7 ſeek fir} 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and that it will a- 
vail a Man nothing ta gain the whole World 
if he loſes his own Soul; and thence are ſo 
weak to conclude that even the mot lawful 
and allow'd Concerns, if not directed to Sal 

SEES" « 92 . 5 120 v 2 ' yation, 
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vation, render Men unable to enter and un- 
wort hy to be received into the true State of 
ene. And that the Wiſdom from a- 
bove condemns all Labour as equally fruitleſs , 
except that which labours after Life everlaſt- 
ing. That is in a Word, they condemn all 
Trades and Profeſſions all Buſineſs and ſecu- | 
lar Concerns, which have not Heaven for | 

their chief End and Motive. So that 'tis \ 


with them a Sin to be rich, unleſs Riches be 
made uſe of to lay up better Treaſures in 
Heaven: Going to Law, even on the defen- 
five Side, without the Motive of ſanctifying 2 
Juſtice, is unlawful: Gaiety or Expenſiveneis | 
without an Intention ſuperior to that of Vani- | 
ty is Pride, and therefore a Crime: No Sort of [ 
Recreation or Diverſion, which is not ſeaſon'd } 
with ſome Religious View, can be ſtrictly 
Chriſtian: The bodily Appetites, and worldly } 
Enjoyments muſt be renounced as well in | 
Practice as at the Font of Baptiſm: and to be 
entitled to eternal Felicity, every Chriſtian I 
muſt be in an habitual Diſpoſition and ſtrug- 15 
gle to attain to ſuch a Self-denial as to &::9Ww 1h 
nothing but IE sus CHRIST and him cructfy'd, Bl 
But to prove the Folly and Weakneſs of this, 4 
the Doctor appeals to common Senſe, that is } 
to the Senſes of the Common of Mankind, | 
whom he is very ſure to have on his Side. 
And can what is inconſiſtent with, or oppo- 
ſite to, the common Senſe of Men, be con- 
ſiſtent with Chriſtianity, when Chriſtians (at 
leaſt it is ta be fear'd ſo) are the greater Part 


of 


—— 


of thoſe Men, in this Nation? There is a 
cutting Stroke for you, Chriſtians! But what 
will you fay to the Doctor's next Argument? 
« Does not the Apoſtle Rom, xii, 1. bid us 
e preſent our Bodies to God; but you talk as 
de if we had no Bodies at all.“ If you re- 
ply that the Apoſtle adds what the Doctor 
has wiſely left out: Preſent your Bodies to 
God à living SACRIFICE, Holy and acceptable 
to Him, and in the next Verſe be not conform d 
to this World; and in the next Chap. v. 24, 
make not Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil 
the Luſts thereof. The Doctor will anſwer 
that the Apoſtle over ſhot himſelf, was R:gh- 
teous over-much, and talk'd there as if we had 
no Bodies at all. For in ſhort we might 
as well have no Bodies at all, as not ſatisfy 
their Appetites; and what have we to do with 
Fleſh, if we are not to fulfil the Luſis there- 
/ This is unanſwerable to ſuch as have 
common Senſe, or to ſpeak Engliſh,” common 
Feeling. N * 2 CAP 
The Chriſtians make a mighty Account of 
their Maſter's telling them that whoſoever for- 
ſakes not all that be has cannot be his Diſct- 
ple. And are ſtrangely ſtruck with his reject- 
ing the well-diſpoſed rich Youth, who wou'd 
not ſell his Eſtate and give it to the Poor. 
But the Doctor has compromiſed the Mat- 
ter very notably by ſhewing them that forſal- 
ing all can mean no more, than being ready 
to do ſo when our Duty requires it: which 1s 
a very eaſy thing to come into. For as he has 


already 


(23) 
already, in his perſuaſive Way, demonſtrated | 
that it is never our Duty ſo to do, but Over- | 
righteouſneſs, Folly, Weakneſs, and of dange- 
rous Tendency, it is an eaſy Matter to be in 1 
Readineſs to part with what we know we ne- ö 
ver ſhall part with. Wherefore the Meaning 'q 
of Chriſt cou'd only be, that we ſhou'd keep 1 
all the Riches and Eſtate we pleaſe to think a | 
mere ſufficient Proviſion for our own Family, | 
and only give to the Poor what we find uſeleſs, 
and thus we may evade the Inconveniency of 
forſaking all by ſtill Keeping all, and being 
ready to forſake it at our Death, when we can- F 
not keep it any longer. | | 
Can Chriſtians be any longer inſenſible ß 
the Folly and Weakneſs of being Righteous | 
over-much? Is it not plain that their Maſter 
cou'd not ſpeak in a literal Senſe? Tho', if he 
had, as the Doctor obſerves, the Chriſtians of _ _ * 
theſe Days are not obliged to mind him: For 
tho' it was neceſſary for his primitive Diſciples 1 
to practiſe what he taught, in order to eſtabliſh [ 
Chriſtianity ; is it ſo now? Chriſtians in thoſe | 
Days were under Perſecution, and not in a Ca- 5 
pacity of getting freſh Eſtates, when they had  *'"' 
given thoſe they poſſeſs d to the Poor: There- | 
fore it was a proper Time to give them away, 
But now they are in a State of Peace, and, 
when they have given one Eftate away, may 
by their Induſtry acquire another : And there- 
fore ought not to part with, but hold faſt that 
which they actually poſſeſs. This is an Argu- 
ment in Barbara, who can anſwer it? 


But 


4 * 
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But Chriſtians forſooth alledge, that theit 
t Saviour commands his Diſciples to take 10 
& thought what they ſhall eat, drink, or wear: 
6 not to labour for the Meat that periſh. 
& eth, but for that Meat whith endureth unto 
everlaſting Life : Lay not up for your- 
& ſelves Treaſures on Earth, but Treaſures in 
« Heaven: — fo turn one Cheek, when the 
ce other is ſmitten: — to give the Cloak, 


La) 


Lay 


„ when the Coat is demanded; Sc. But the 


Doctor ſhews them the Folly and Weakneſs 


of this, by acquainting them that Chriſt was 


not in earneſt. For (and the Doctor's Aſſer- 
tions are all Demonſtrations) he only talk'd 


for Falking's Sake, and therefore made ule of 
_ . Proverbs; and Proverbs quite different from all 
other Proverbs, which are ever laid down as 
Rules of Practice: Whereas he never meant 
they ſhou'd practiſe them. Nay he only meant 


them as ſo many Hyperboles or Rhetorical Fi- 


gures, the Nature of which is to contain a 


great deal more than what is true, as the Ety- 


mology of the Word imports. And if Chri- 


ſtians ſhou'd inſiſt that their Maſter muſt have 
ſome Meaning in making uſe of theſe Figures, 
this Anſwer may ſatisfy them, that he meant 
only „to prohibit Revenge, and Litigiouſnets, 
ce and to command Patience in Injuries, in lei- 
« ſer Matters (that is Trifles) when they are 
« in any tolerable Degree, according to the 
« Dictates of ſober Reaſon, Prudence, and 
« Equity.” That is to ſpeak the Doctor's 


Meaning plainly, When the Injury done us 
is 


— .. — — — a 


e 


is a Trifle, and ſober Reaſon, Prudence, and ; 
Equity tell us that it is tolerable; we are to 
bear it with Patience, and not be litigious. 

But when the Injury is conſiderable; or even 
trivial, if our Paſſions prevailing over Reaſon, i 
Prudence, and Equity, repreſent it as intole- | 
rable and gritvous; + why then we muſt give | 
way to Revenge and Litigiouſneſs; otherwiſe 

we ſhall be Righteous over-much, which is a 1 
GREAT Sin. And whatever Chriſt may ſay I 
to the contrary, cannot be in earneſt, but muſt 
be hyperbolical, that is, contain a great deal 
more than what is true. . 


5 


The Bigots to Chriſtianity may think per- 
haps to come off by “ ſaying, that He ſuffici- 
« ently felleth all, who parteth with the Self 
« Emoyment of it, and maketh it the Support 
« of theſe that want it,” But how prettil 
does the Doctor ridicule this Evaſion! « It 
&« ſeems then at laſt (ys he) that by /elling 
te all is meant, nt ſelling all; but not enjoy- 
- < ing any thing, and ſupporting the Poor.“ | 
Some of the Doctor's Friends are weak enough 
to be aſhamed of this little Witticiſm; becauſe, | 
forſooth they think there is no Room for it, 
and that SELLING THE FRUITS OF ALL, and 
making it the Support of thoſe who want it, is 
ftritly and properly SELLING ALL, gnd giving 
it to the Poor. But I think a little Eſcape of 
this Sort now and then may be excuſed in ſo ſo- 
lid a Divine, who does not often make a Pro- 
feſſion of Wit. But to return from this ſhort 
8 D Digreſ- 


' 
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Digrefſion, the Doctor proves that this Evaſion 
is not true: Demonſtrating, according to his 
uſual Manner, by Afertion, that Luxiry and 
Covetouſneſs are all that is forbidden. He al- 
lows indeed, to humour the Chriſtians, that 
the Vanities and Pomps of the World are to be 
renounced; but then to ſęt them right again, 
he tells them how they are to renounce them : 

That is, © ſo as not to follow them, or be led 
& (by the Ne ge) by them — Chriſtians not on- 
« ly may, but muſt admit of Pomps — And 
« all Chriſtians muſt have to do with ſome 
& Vanities; or elſe they-muſt needs go out 0 

« the World indeed ; for the World itſelf is all 
« over Vanity.” Now what greater Proof can 
be expected of the Doctor's fincere Intentions 
againſt Chriſtianity? Vanity is contrary and 
deſtruCtive to the Humility, at leaſt to the Per- 
fection of it, which Chriſt teaches. For Chriſt 
will have all his Followers aim at the greateſt 
Perfection in every Virtue: Be ye perfect even 
as your Father, who 1s in Heaven, 1s perfed, 
Matt, v. 48. whereas the Doctor proves, in his 
Way, that Chriſt cou'd mean no ſuch Thing, 
conſequently that it is the utmoſt Folly and 
Weakneſs to mind him. But I think I have 
ſo fully clear'd the Doctor in this Point, that 


I hall proceed to the Third, in which as well 


. as in the laſt he has very little Occaſion of 
my Aſſiſtance to prove his Innocence of the 
Cenſure of Chriſtianity, His third Point 
then 1s 


III. The 
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III. The dangerous Tendency and pernicious 
Conſequences of being Righteous over- 
much. Why fhould/i Thou deftroy thy- 
ſelf? | 

The Doctor has been frequently envied by 

Friends, as well as Enemies, the ſonorous 
Strength of his Lungs, but in theſe two 
Points he ſeems to envy himſelf the Happineſs 
of a long Breath. There is ſomething ver 
pretty in the whimſical Tediouſneſs of the 
Doctor, here. In his former two Points he 
was as buſy amidſt the united Powers of Scrip- 
ture and Chriſtianity, as Sampſon amidſt the 
Philiftines : But now he has gain'd a compleat 
Victory, he enjoys his Triumph over them 
with all the friſky Leiſure of a Cat over a 
"Mouſe ; he catches them, lets em eſcape, 
then gives them a Pat, then lets them run a- 
way for good, merely for the Pleaſure of run - 
ning after them. And yet prodigious! He is 
at the very ſame Time as ſerious as Dor | 
Ai xote himſelf, when he raiſed an embattled | 
Flock of Sheep into an Army, with the ſole i} 

View of gratifying his glorious Ambition to 
engage with them, Oh that ſome Faith- 
defying Barber might, without being Righte- 
ous over-much,” give up the Self- Enjoyment of 
his Baſon! How well wou'd it become the re- | 
verend Head of an anti-chriſtian Parſon! But 
let us proceed to conſider the Doctor's Dexte- 
rity in ſome few Inſtances. 
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To ſhew then what infinite Miſchief the 


Extraordinaries, or Exceſſes, or Perfection of 


Chriſtianity does to Religion, and the Souls of 
Men, (that is to their Deſire of ſerving God as 
far as, and no farther than it ſuits their Plea- 
ſure and Convenience) our Author judiciouſly 


obſerves; F:r/t, That it dejects and perplexes 


c« Perſons thus truly religious, making them 
te think they do not their Duty, when they 
« really do: That is in ſhort, their Conſci- 


_ ence tells them they ſhou'd- /ell all, tho' the 


Doctor inſiſts they ſhou'd keep all, Secondly, 
It hardens the Wicked; making them ex- 
&« plode the Chriſtian Religion, as being im- 
« practicable.” Whereas nothing is more pra- 
cticable than to be ready to part with all, when 
we are once aſſured it will never be required 
of us, as our Author has made it out, in as 

lain a Manner as ever he did any Argument in 

is Life. I cannot help therefore being of the 
Doctor's Opinion, that your“ Righteous over- 
e much and over-wiſe, give great Occaſion to 
« the Enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme : They 
« bring up an evil Report upon the true ge- 
« nuine Chriſtianity,” For they impute Per- 


fection to it, whereas the Doctor in his two 


firſt Points has fully demonſtrated that its 
Beauty conſiſts in being very imperfect, Be- 
fides your Followers of Chriſt in theſe Extra- 
erdinaries, or Perfections, „give Encourage- 


te ment to Thoſe who are vicious in the other 


© Extreme, to the Lewd and Debauch'd, the 
e Irreligious and Profane. And how do * 
| 0 


( 29 ) 
do this? Why © when they ſee the higheft 
« Profeſſors of Religion teaching ſuch abſurd 
« Doctrines, (as of abſtaining from every the 
« minuteſt Vice or Vanity, and cultivating e- 
« very Virtue to the beigbt of its Perfection) 
te and even ſeconding (that is thewing practi- 
« cable) ſuch Doctrines with Practices; they 
« flatter themſelves that Religion itſelf is an 
« abſurd Thing, and that there is no Truth 
% or ſolid Reaſon in it.” The Meaning of 
the Doctor in ſhort appears very plain. Your 
Chriſtians by profeſſing Perfection of Virtue 
(which is a monſtrous Extraordinary with the 
Vicious) and having the Aſſurance to confirm 
that Doctrine by Practice, give great Offence 
to Lovers of Vice. For they ſhew that Reli- 
gion is abſurd enough to teach Doctrines which 
may, muſt, and can be practically obſerved: 

And therefore cannot have Truth or Reaſon in 

them, Whereas wou'd they teach one Thing 

and practiſe another, Religion might be 
thought impracticable, and therefore by ex- 
culing the Owners of it from attempting to 
put it in practice, wou'd not be abturd but 
full of Truth and Reaſon. « Why therefore 

* (to make Uſe of the Doctor's Words) 

* ſpoud'ſi thou deſtroy thyſelf, Thou Chriſtian 

% Righteous over-much, by deſtroying others, 

in caſting ſo much Scandal, and Reproach 

upon Religion, as Thou doſt in ſhewing it 
burdenſome by being practicable? when no 
one wou'd be frighted from profeſſing it, but 


for 


% Relations at Variance; diſturb the 


for fear of being expected to put it in pra. 
. 

But the Doctor has a heavier Charge againſt 
the Chriſtian Perfectioniſts than any hitherto 
propoſed. They ſet the neareſt and deareſt 
Quiet of 
« Families; nay throw whole Pariſhes into 
« Confuſion.” Now this is plain Matter of 
Fact, which is daily ſeen: A Chriſtian has a 
very plentiful Eſtate, for Example, doubly 
and trebly more than ſufficient to maintain his 
Family in their Station, What then? 'The 
Queſtion is, whether they think it /uficzent or 
no. Now if his Relations ſhou'd think it nt 


ſufficient,” or at leaſt not more than ſufficient, 
and yet this Chriſtian, thro' Bigottry to Per- 


fection, ſhou'd take it into his Head to (ell 
that which he thinks ſuperabundant, and they 
think not more than /ufrctent (which is a dai- 
ly tho' not univerſal Caſe) muſt it not occa- 
ſion Miſunderſtanding in Families? Suppoſe 
a Divine weak enough to believe and practiſe 
the Doctrines of Chriſt, ſhou'd take upon 
him to preach Chriſtianity and Chriſtian Per- 
fection in the Doctor's Pariſh, which perhaps 
is perfectly quiet about the Matter, wou'd it 
not throw the whole Neighbourhood and Pa- 
riſh, in all probability into Confuſion? And 
of what ill Tendency ſuch Confuſion muſt be, 
is needleſs to hint. 

After this the Doctor enters into a private 
Engagement with one Set of Chriſtians in 
particular, in which it is quite foreign to my 


Purpose 


N 
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Parpoſe to follow him, Let it ſuffice that I 
have clear'd him from the unjuſt Imputation 
of being a Chriſtian, in his general Principles 
as laid down in the Pamphlet in Queſtion. 
If in his private Skirmiſhes he plays one Sect 
upon another ; that cannot prove him to be of 
any, as long as his main Drift ſeems to be the 
Subverſion of Chriſtianity in the whole, by the 
weakening it 1n its ſeveral Parts. 

A Parſon indeed wou'd fain have wreſted 
the following Expreflion of the Doctor, to 
prove Chriſtianity upon him The Church 


« by theſe irregular upſtart Societies, even by 
« the beſt of them, and much more by the 


not you ſee, ſays the Parſon, that the Doctor 
owns 4 Church, now Who but Chriſtians make 
uſe of that Term? And What will you make 
of all this, ſaid I, to the Gowns-man? It is 
plain he acknowledges a Church only for the 
dake of hinting, that it is weakern'd and im- 
pair d; the Conſequence of which is, that ei- 
ther it wants repairing, or is paſt it: And ſure- 
ly the Concluſion to be drawn from either can 
be no ways favourable to the Reputation of a- 
ny Church that lays claim to Chriſtianity. 
But the Doctor (ſays my Friend the Par ſon) 
throws all the Odium upon thoſe Uparts the 
Methodiſts, and ſuch as they are. No Matter, 
laid I, who be to blame, the Inconvenience 
and Danger of belonging to a Church or So- 
ciety out of Repair is ſtill the ſame. Which 
| 18 
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« itſelf, as a regular well order'd Society, is 


« worſt, greatly weaken'd and impair'd.” DO 


is ſo true, that a Quaker is ſaid to have aſſigu d 
this once as a Reaſon for intereſting himſelf in 


of the Low Party. That Church, as thou 


Papiſt who was in company with the Parſon 


ter. What do you mean, Sir, ſays the Parſon 


Why, I mean that the Author of this Pam- 
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an Election againſt the High Church in favour 


calleſt it, Friend (quoth the Quaker) is always 
in ſo much Danger, and the Teachers of it 
expreſs their Fear for it ſo warmly on every 
Occaſion, that I am afraid of having any thing 
to do with ſo tottering an Edifice. The Qua- 
ker was very much in the Right of it, ſays a 


and me, and ſo I think is the Doctor too, It 
is an excellent Rub he gives to the Church of 
England, to tell us the is out of repair. But 
then the upſtart Society wipes her off ſtil] bet- 


in a Paſſion? Mean, Sir, ſays the Papiſt ? 


phlet had a Mind to put us in Mind of the 
Church of England's Date. Pray what do you 
underſtand by an upſtart Society? I underſtand 
a Set of People, ſays the Parſon, whoſe Eſta- 
bliſhment is of late Years ſtanding, and whole 
Riſe was obſcure. But T defy you to fay the 
Doctor cou'd mean to apply this to the Church 
of England, when it is a plain Caſe he level'd 
it at the Methodiſts. You are miſtaken, fays 
the Papiſt, it is as much applicable to the one 
as the other, with regard to Chriſtianity in 
general. The Church of England had no 
ſtronger Lights to eſtabliſh her by in the Be- 
ginning, nof perhaps ſo ſtrong, as the Metho- 
diſts now have, who do not ſet out dy 
Blood, 
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Blood, Rapine, and Sacrilege. And if the 


Methodiſts are very modern with Reſpect to 
the Church of England, This is not of two 
hundred Years ſtanding, which is much more 
modern with Reſpect to Chriſtianity, which 
has laſted upwards of ſeventeen hundred 
Years, So that it 1s plain from hence, that 
if the Doctor is inclined to any Chriſtian 
Church, it muſt be to ours. To yours? tne 
Doctor a Papiſt? a Church of England Cler- 
man a Papiſt? monſtrous Paradox! 
Not ſuch a Paradox, as you may imagine, 
ſays the Papiſt. He is not the firſt Divine 
by many, of the fame outward Profeſſion, 
who has done us eminent Service, by their 
Writings, At firſt indeed we ſuſpeted him 
to be an Enemy from certain little peeviſh 
fractious Expreſſions he uſed to let drop: But 
they were only a Maſk to cover his good 
Will towards ns, as we ſoon were convinced. 
For the very Book he undertook to write a- 
gainſt us, in defence of the Church of England, 
was of ſo much Credit and Service to Us, that 
we have Reaſon to look upon him as one of 
our beſt Miffioners in England. Nay he has 
brought us over more Converts than twenty of 


them have done: And I don't doubt but this 


very Pamphlet was written with a* Deſign to 
do us Service. 


Here I cou'd no longer forbear giving 2 
ent to Laughter. I wou'd have fain ſhewn 


them both their Miſtakes, and ſet them right; 


ut they were too hot for me to put in a 
| E Ward 


— ͤ ͤZÄ— — E* Ws. — 1 


( 34 ) 


Word. However I was very well pleaſed at 
being able to gather, from the Diſſentions of 
theſe two Gentlemen, what ſerved to confirm 
me in my Opinion that the Doctor was inno- 
cent from the Aſperſion of being a Chriſtian, 
For I found they were both agreed to be re- 
ſolute, the Papiſt in believing that the Doc- 
tor was no Proteſtant, the Parſon in holding 
that he was no Papiſt. But let us make ſome 
Remarks on the Doctors fourth Point. 


IV. The fourth Point of the Doctor is an 
Application of his Doctrine to other; 
firſt, and next to curſelves. | 


By ourſelves the Doctor means all ſuch as 

fhare in common with him the Happineſs of 
not being Righteous over-much. They who are 
ſo, or are diſpoſed to be fo, are others. Now 
to Theſe our Author obſerves , that © be- 
te ing Righteous over-much, like all other Er- 
* rors, proceeds from conſidering only one 
« Side of Things, and not taking in the whole 
« Compaſs of an Argument or Subject.” —— 
e What! ſays the Hal/-Thinker, can I 
tt be too Charitable? Can I beſtow 70 much 
« upon the Poor?” Yes, anſwers the 
Doctor. You may beſtow too much upon 
« the Poor, to the Ruin of your Wife and 
« Children — Charity begins at home,” How 
do you know whether you can make a Sur- 
FICIENT Proviſion for your own Family? 
You have ten thouſand Pounds a Year; what 
then? Your Wite and Children may have 
Calls 
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Calls for twenty Thouſand: And thus the 
giving but a Shilling to a Perſon in Want, 
may hinder your making a SUFFICLENT Pro- 
viſion for them: And therefore this is not 
Charity, but Madneſs, and a great and moſt 
grievous Sin, Charity begins at home. And 
who can fix Bounds to Saficiency, till Limits 
are ſet to human Deſires? 

The Doctor's ſecond and third Obſervati- 
ons are equally ingenious and ſmart; but as 
they are level'd at particular Denominations 
of Chriſtians, tho' they are ſupported by lit- 
tle Chriſtian Reflections, I ſhall take no Pains 
to prove, that they are no ways derogatory to 
the antichriſtian Character our Author writes 
this Pamphlet in; fince I have already ſhewn, 
that it is one of his Favourite Stratagems in 
this Wark, to play upon Chriſtianity with 
Chriſtian Principles, as being the moſt effec- 
tual to his Purpoſe. 

The fourth Obſervation is worthy the great 
Man that makes it; It is obſervable, { /ays 
e the, Doctor) that the Righteous over-much , 
« (whom he very artfully blends with the 
« Enthuſiaſts and falſe Spiritualiſts) have, in 
« all Ages, hated the eftabliſh's Church and 
* Clergy which I think is very much 
„ to the Honour of the eſtabliſh'd Church 
= © and Clergy,” No one who has any Senſe, 
and has read the pretty ſmart Reflections he 
has before made, will take this in any other 
denſe, than a little wheedling Compliment 
the Doctor is forced to make uſe of to a Peo- 
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ple he has a Dependance upon for a ſufficient 
Proviſion for his own Family, and whom 
notwithſtanding he has been more ſmart upon 
than upon any other Set of Chriſtians. This 
puts me in mind of a little arch Rogue [ 
faw t'other Day in the Streets, who, while 
two Boys of his Companions were boxing, 
artfully threw a handful of Dirt in the Eyes 
of his School-fellow, and then kept ſtriking 
him in the Face and clapping him on the 
Back, at the ſame time, with a well done, 
Fack! Well done, Pack! 

. - The Reaſon however which the Doctor 
aſſigns for this Inveteracy againſt the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church and Clergy is, “that the /a. 
« bliſh'd Church is the Fortreſs, the ſtrong 
„ Hold of the Chriſtian Religion; and the 
« Clergy the Garriſon, or Soldiers that de- 
« fend it. Now as he has already inform'd 
us that this ſtrongeſt Hold of Chriſtian Rel:- 
gion is very much out of Repair, and the Gar- 
riſen made out of a Parcel of Raw Novices, 
what elſe can he mean to inſinuate to us, but 
that Chriſtianity is in ſo tottering a Condi- 
tion, that thoſe who ſtand by it are likely to 
be cruſh'd by its Ruins, or elſe muſt be quick- 
ly obliged to deſert it: And conſequently that 
it is an exceſſive Folly, Sin, and Danger to 
perſiſt in its Defence any longer, by being over 
Righteous. Why ſhow dſt Thou deftroy thy ſelf? 
And now, I think, I have, to the Satisfaction 
of every reaſonable Judge, clear'd this great 
Man from the fal ſe Imputation of being a 
Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, notwithſtanding what any one may 
pretend to gather from the ingenious Pam- 
phlet in queſtion, And tho' ſome weak Per- 
ſons might be apt to miſtake his Application 
to ourſelves, that it is to ſuch as are like him 
not liable to being Rigbteous over-much, for a 
Diſpoſition to Chriſtianity; I think it no ways 
neceſſary to add any thing in his Defence, 
Let but the Profeſſion be conſider'd by which 
the Doctor is to make a SUFFICIENT Proviſi- 
on for his own Family, and every one muſt 
ſee the Neceſlity he is under of complying a 
little with the Weakneſſes of thoſe prejudiced 
Perſons he has to deal with. Why ſhou'd he 
deſtroy himſelf, by being over-Righteous, or o- 
ver-/incere? 

If any one ſhou'd object, that the Doctor's 
Inveteracy againſt Chriſtian Perfection, does 
not ſufficiently prove him equally avers'd to 
Chriſtianity itſelf; and therefore as I have 
proved only that the Doctor's Sermon has only 
overthrown the former, I have not compleatly 
vindicated him from the latter. I anſwer, 
that tho' a Man may be a good Chriſtian with- 
out being actually a per fect Chriſtian ; yet he 
cannot be the one actually, without defirin 
and labouring to be the other: For Chriſtia- 
nity eſſentially conſiſts in an habjtual Thirſt 
after, and Tendency to, Perfection. So that 
the Doctor deſtroying this habitual Struggle 
and Purſuit of Chriſtian Perfection, effectually 
deſtroys Chriſtianity, ſince nothing can ſubſiſt 
Without what is eſſential to it. Be perfect, 


lays 
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ſays Chrift, as your heavenly Father is perfect: 
Be not over-righteous, ſays the Doctor. Sel! 
all you have and give it to the Poor, ſays Chriſi: 
'Tis Folly, Weakneſs, Madneſs, Sin, and Dan- 
ger, ſays the Doctor. If any Man take away 
thy Coat give him thy Cloak alſo, ſays Chriff 
Tis Hyperbolical, ſays the Doctor, and means 
more than is true. Thus oppoſite are the 
Maxims of this learned Author to thoſe of 
Chriſtianity, _ 
True indeed it is, that Chriſtians themſelves 
do not look upon theſe Words of Chrift, as 
Precepts which oblige us to a perpetual Pra- 
Rice of them: But as Advices which we are 
obliged to aſpire to as far as our Station will 
permit. And the Practice of them (according 
to Chriſtians). is ſo far from being a Subject of 
Deriſion in any, that it is highly commenda- 
ble and deſirable in all, and even obligatory to 
ſuch as cannot avoid a poſitive Offence againſt 
God without it. So that if a Man, for Ex- 
ample, has been robb'd of one half his Eſtate, 
and cannot retrieve it without ſuborning falſe 
Witneſſes to ſwear for him (though they ſhou'd 
happen to ſwear what is juſt) he muſt rather 
part with the other half, than go to Law (for 
what he has loſt) in an unlawful Manner. 
Yet the Doctor without any Reſtrictions ſays, 
and ſeems ready to ſwear, that Chriſt ſpeaks 
Hyperbolically, that is, more than is true. 
Upon the whole then it appears from what 
J have here ſaid, that the Doctor's main De- 
ſign in this Pamphlet muſt be to ſap the very 
s p Founda- 
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Foundation of Chriſtianity, and that the little 
Conceſſions he has been pleaſed to make which 
ſeem to ſavour of a Chriſtian, were only in- 
tended as Duſt for the Eyes of Thoſe he meant 
to convert from the Folly, Sin, and Danger of 
Chriſtian Perſection, or being Righteous over- 
much, Why then, oh Chriſtian, ſhou'd you 
flatter yourſelf, that the Doctor will keep you 
in Countenance ? Forbear for the future to aſ- 
perſe him: And following his Advice and Ex- 
ample, be not Righteous over-much, neither 
make thyſelf over-wiſe : Why fhouldſt Thou de- 
firoy Thyſelf ? 
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